
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Tree Removal Request 
Owner: ______________________________________________________________________    

Email: _________________________________________ Phone: _______________________ 

Address of removal site: ________________________________________________________ 

Contractor: __________________________________________ Phone: __________________ 

Map/ Lot: ______________________ Zone: _________________________________________  

Please show location of trees and distances to the high-water mark, structures, and property lines. 

Comments: ________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 
__________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Owner’s  Signature: __________________________________          Date:_______________________________ 

 
 

OFFICE USE ONLY: ONSITE VISIT REQUIRED:    Yes_____   No_____  Date of Visit: ____________ CEO: _____________ 

City of Eastport 
22 Washington Rd - Eastport, ME 04631 

   

 

 



Extract of Shoreline Ordinance: 
O. Clearing or Removal of Vegetation for Activities Other Than Timber Harvesting 
(1) In a Resource Protection District abutting a great pond, there shall be no cutting of vegetation within the strip of land extending 75 
feet, horizontal distance, inland from the normal highwater line, except to remove hazard trees as described in section Q. 
Elsewhere, in any Resource Protection District the cutting or removal of vegetation shall be limited to that which is necessary for uses 
expressly authorized in that district.  
(2) Except in areas as described in Section P(1), above, within a strip of land extending seventy five (75) feet, horizontal distance, from 
any water body, tributary stream, or the upland edge of a wetland, a buffer strip of vegetation shall be preserved as follows: 
(a) There shall be no cleared opening greater than 250 square feet in the forest canopy (or other existing woody vegetation if a 
forested canopy is not present) as measured from the outer limits of the tree or shrub crown. However, a single footpath not to 
exceed six (6) feet in width as measured between tree trunks and/or shrub stems is allowed for accessing the shoreline provided that 
a cleared line of sight to the water through the buffer strip is not created. 
(b) Selective cutting of trees within the buffer strip is allowed provided that a well distributed stand of trees and other natural 
vegetation is maintained. For the purposes of Section 15(P)(2)(b) a "well-distributed stand of trees" adjacent to water bodies, tributary 
streams, and wetlands, is defined as maintaining a minimum rating score of 16 per 25-foot by 50-foot rectangular area as determined 
by the following rating system. 
Diameter of Tree at 4-1/2 feet Above Points Ground Level (inches) 
2 - < 4 in. 1 
4 – <8 in. 2 
8-< 12 in. 4 
12 in. or greater 8 
The following shall govern in applying this point system: 
(i) The 25-foot by 50-foot rectangular plots must be established where the landowner or lessee proposes clearing within the required 
buffer;  
(ii) Each successive plot must be adjacent to, but not overlap a previous plot; 
(iii) Any plot not containing the required points must have no vegetation removed except as otherwise allowed by this Ordinance; 
(iv) Any plot containing the required points may have vegetation removed down to the minimum points required or as otherwise 
allowed by is Ordinance; 
(v) Where conditions permit, no more than 50% of the points on any 25-foot by 50-foot rectangular area may consist of trees greater 
than 12 inches in diameter. 
For the purposes of Section 15(P)(2)(b) “other natural vegetation” is defined as retaining existing vegetation under three (3) feet in 
height and other ground cover and retaining at least five (5) saplings less than two (2) inches in diameter at four and one half (4 ½) 
feet above ground level for each 25-foot by 50-foot rectangle area. If five saplings do not exist, no woody stems less than two (2) 
inches in diameter can be removed until 5 saplings have been recruited into the plot. 
Notwithstanding the above provisions, no more than 40% of the total volume of trees four (4) inches or more in diameter, measured 
at 4 1/2 feet above ground level may be removed in any ten (10) year period. 
(c) In order to protect water quality and wildlife habitat, existing vegetation under three (3) feet in height and other ground cover, 
including leaf litter and the forest duff layer, shall not be cut, covered, or removed, except to provide for a footpath or other 
permitted uses as described in Section 15(P) paragraphs (2) and (2)(a) above. 
(d) Pruning of tree branches, on the bottom 1/3 of the tree is allowed. 
(e) In order to maintain a buffer strip of vegetation, when the removal of storm-damaged, dead or hazard trees results in the creation 
of cleared openings, these openings shall be replanted with native tree species in accordance with Section Q, below, unless existing 
new tree growth is present.  
(f) In order to maintain the vegetation in the shoreline buffer, clearing or removal of vegetation for allowed activities, including 
associated construction and related equipment operation, within or outside the shoreline buffer, must comply with the requirements 
of Section 15.P(2). 
(3) At distances greater than seventy-five (75) feet, horizontal distance, from the normal highwater line of any water body, tributary 
stream, or the upland edge of a wetland, there shall be allowed on any lot, in any ten (10) year period, selective cutting of not more 
than forty (40) percent of the volume of trees four (4) inches or more in diameter, measured 4 1/2 feet above ground level. Tree 
removal in conjunction with the development of permitted uses shall be included in the forty (40) percent calculation. For the 
purposes of these standards volume may be considered to be equivalent to basal area. 
In no event shall cleared openings for any purpose, including but not limited to, principal and accessory structures, driveways, lawns 
and sewage disposal areas, exceed in the aggregate, 25% of the lot area within the shoreland zone or ten thousand (10,000) square 
feet, whichever is greater, including land previously cleared. This provision applies to the portion of a lot within the shoreland zone, 
including the buffer area, but shall not apply to the General Development or Commercial Fisheries/Maritime Activities Districts. 
(4) Legally existing nonconforming cleared openings may be maintained, but shall not be enlarged, except as allowed by this 
Ordinance. 
(5) Fields and other cleared openings which have reverted to primarily shrubs, trees, or other woody vegetation shall be regulated 
under the provisions of Section 15(P). 
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